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Introduction of the workshop leader and her institution, the VUC Vestsjaelland Syd.
The workshop comes from the demand of the Danish Government to include the use of ICT in teaching.
From there, it developed to EU projects with Denmark, Sweeden and Norway.

PRESENTATION OF THE WORKSHOP: ppt document attached.

During the presentation, Aase stressed the importance of self-confidence gaining by the learners, as well as the main role of communication in the Collaborative learning courses.
Also she has stressed the importance of the time factor in the courses. Teacher must be aware of the time they have when structuring the course and the activities. She commented this was a common negative point in one of the projects. The aim was to write 5 different stories by 5 different countries, having  to construct the story together among more than 200 learners. The time for it was 5 weeks, and too short.
Another element important to consider when working with simulation, is to create a script as realistic as possible and interesting for the participants. Ex: 4 villages in Finland which had to be merged into own only village. They joined a simulation where they created two different virtual villages with different features, so they could discuss what kind of city they would like to mergeinto.

COMMENTS AFTER THE PRESENTATION

ICT involvement: what is the tool to use in collaborative learning.
There are several platforms that can be used to create a collaborative atmosphere in learning. Fronter is the one used for several of the projects presented, but it is recommended to use a free available platform like Moodle.
These same platforms allow comments or suggestions for changes in future courses.

COMMUNICATION. How to arise the communication between the learners. How to motivate them to participate
The tasks are included in the platform with a clear deadline for participants to contribute. Most of the topics are chosen to be of interest for the different participants. For example, in a project about history, the Lithuanian partner arose the topic of being conquered.
In other countries the subject was about the inclusion to the EU without being consulted.
In the case of the projects presented, the motivation was given by the actual visit to other countries later on in the project. If they are asked to find information about the art in a country they are going to visit afterwards, collaborating with people they are going to meet, they feel motivated.

The use of Logbooks (an electronic tool for self evaluation along the course). How to make the learners use it?
By making it a part of the course, since the beginning. This will become an important imput for the teacher, since the students express their difficulties along the course. 

How about using other means of media, like videos?
Out of experience, sometimes it becomes too complicated, especially depending on the type of learners.

Sustainability
There is a tendency to not use these courses anymore or further when the funding is over. It is sad that there is not the money or the institution’s will to run these courses more often. VUC still uses some of the material in courses with flexible timetable students who cannot meet with other students in the same timetables.
IDEAS

Could it be an idea to involve a publisher to sustain the course?
What about disseminating through other educational platforms?

CONCLUSIONS:

The teacher is not part of the game, so students gain autonomy when they find themselves in the situation where they depend only on themselves.
Students become aware of different realities, other values. 
Learners have fun while learning
Structure the course is important as to the time.
Hands on is a very important element. To fell, know from ourselves what we are learning about.
It can be adapted to all levels, all countries, formal or informal educations.
It increases self confidence. Students feel part of a joint action, where their contribution is important to go further. In  some countries, the fact of participating in a EU project brings the mayor to make a reception for the participants.
It includes a pre-phase before the actual real contact of the participants, and a post phase after the meeting
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